


36db dbmx-1980

• The 36db dbmx-1980 Max for Live Device
• 3 x 36db dbmx-1980 effects racks variations
• Max Devices (Push 3 Compatible)
• 128 Custom Presets in each effects rack
• Randomise Button to easily create your own custom Presets

Please follow the Elements install guide also included with your download.



Introduction

Welcome to 36db, and thanks for choosing the dbmx-1980 for Ableton Live 
12.2.

After years of working in studios and shaping sounds, we have developed a 
deep respect for the vintage synths and processors that helped define 
modern music. These machines shaped how we hear tone, space and 
movement, and they continue to influence how we approach sound today. 
The dbmx-1980 is our way of carrying that spirit forward.

One of the main inspirations behind this device is the AMS 1580S, a late 
1970s delay with a character that is instantly recognisable. It became a 
staple for artists such as Brian Eno, Jean Michel Jarre, Tangerine Dream, 
Peter Gabriel, Pink Floyd, Radiohead, The Chemical Brothers, Erol Alkan, 
Bicep, Orbital and Leftfield. Many units are still running today, but finding 
one in great condition is rare, and when you do, the price is on another 
level.



We designed the dbmx-1980 to capture the character of classic 1980s effects 
hardware and then push it further. The goal was never to clone the past, but 
to bring its movement, colour and unpredictability into a modern workflow 
inside Live.

From there, we expanded the palette. The dbmx-1980 includes features the 
original hardware never offered, giving you more range, more control and 
more freedom to experiment without breaking your flow.

The familiar tones are here when you want them, quick to dial in and 
instantly musical. The device really comes alive when you move beyond 
vintage territory, with evolving delays, detuned textures, warped 
atmospheres and more experimental and saturated spaces.

Inside you will find tools for chorus, reverb, delay, pitch shifting, 
modulation, tone shaping, bit and sample reduction, drive, three resonant 
filters with dedicated LFOs, stereo movement and flexible routing. 
Everything is designed to be combined and pushed in any direction your 
track needs to go.
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Features

The dbmx-1980 is built around four main sections. The first section features 
four red LED displays — (a) and (b) — representing the left and right 
channels.

• The top two displays show delay time, with the option to link both 
channels for unified control.

• The bottom two control pitch, ranging from -12 to +12 semitones (one 
octave up or down).

You can scroll through values using your mouse or select an LED and type 
directly from your keyboard, just like entering data on the original 
hardware’s keypad.

Regen sets the feedback amount. 
When the filter resonance hits 100 
and regen is maxed, the signal can 
self-oscillate — so keep an ear on 
your speakers. You can also sync 
delay times to your host tempo, 
and there’s an option to invert 
channel (b) for creative stereo 
effects.



The next section introduces the OSC LFO for delay 
times. Below it, you’ll find the Nudge Selector and 
Nudge Buttons — just like the original AMS 1580S.

These controls let you choose which LED display to 
adjust with the nudge buttons. Tap to increase or 
decrease a single step or hold to scroll continuously 
through values. It’s a great way to add movement 
and unpredictability in real time, recreating the feel 
of hands-on hardware.

The final section is unique to the dbmx-
1980. We’ve added three resonant filters, 
overdrive, a second filter LFO with nine 
waveforms, and a dedicated LFO shape 
control. You can sync this LFO to the host 
or use the x10 button to push it into 
audio-rate modulation for FM-style 
textures.

And for those who love grit — there’s a 
degrade / bit-rate control for instant lo-fi 
character.



The output section features independent Dry & Wet 
controls, as well as left and right post-effected 
output pan controls. This feature allows you to set 
how wide the effect is or place it anywhere within 
the stereo field for more dramatic style effects.

Each of the three dbmx-1980 racks includes 128 
presets to get you started.

Because the dbmx-1980 offers more than 16 
parameters, we created three rack versions, each 
with different controls mapped to macros. This gives 
you more ways to shape, tweak, and discover unique 
effect combinations.

The 36db dbmx-1980 Filters & Crunch rack showcases 
the extended features we’ve added — pushing far 
beyond the original hardware’s capabilities.



Minimum requirements to use our 36db Micro Element

Ableton Live 12.2 Suite or newer (Mac or PC). Max for Live V9, (this comes 
with Live 12.2). You will also need to have all additional library content that 
comes with Ableton Live 12.2 Suite version installed.

Mac or PC Intel Xeon & i7 or higher Core Processors with 16GB of memory.
Mac OS Monterey or higher, Windows 7 64 or higher for PC.

If you have any issues with our products, please contact support@36db.live
and we’ll do our utmost to resolve any situation.

All the best, 

36db.

Development Team

We would like to thank our development team for helping us create this 
amazing product.

Lewis Roberts, Barry Jamieson, Dave Gardner, Brad Sissons, Nándi from 
Elisabeth Homeland, and Darren Cowley from Isotonik Studios.

mailto:support@36db.live


By purchasing this Product (subject to the terms of the 36db User Terms and Conditions
Agreement), you are granted a non-exclusive, non-transferrable license to use the Product(s) you
downloaded from 36db solely for use for or within new recordings or derivative works created
by you PROVIDED ALWAYS that you use the Product(s) only within your own newly-created
sound recording(s) in a manner that renders the Product substantially dissimilar to the original,
assembled sound of the Product in each case.

Products must not be shared with or given or transferred to any third party or uploaded to any
file-sharing site or offered for resale or public transmission unless mixed into your own original
music productions. Products may not be used in or in relation to any competitive products that
are sold or relicensed to any third parties. The number of individual sounds provided to you
within your purchased Product and the size of your downloaded file is based upon the highest-

quality format version of your Product. Except as expressly permitted herein, to the fullest
extent of applicable law you may not copy, modify, distribute, sell or lease any Product.

By opening this pack it is assumed you understand that other purchasers of this pack will have
access to the same data and musical materials. 36db will not be held responsible in any manner
for any copyright or other music-based disputes or any YouTube/Soundcloud/other digital or
web-based ID conflicts that may arise from more than one user creating new musical works
containing the same sample(s), midi or other data supplied in this release.

No new musical work created using this product’s contents may be used as the basis of any
copyright or monetisation claim against 36db Ltd, our online media channels, this Product’s
intellectual and technical contents or its promotional audio clips, videos or other media. If any
such claim arises, you (and/or your distributor) will be asked to end the claim on which ever
platform(s) it has been made. We require any such claims to be addressed and removed within a
30-day period.

The Product(s) are licensed to you only for use within your original musical compositions and
productions. All copying, lending, duplicating, re-selling or trading of the Product(s) is strictly
prohibited, save as used for or incorporated into your original created works. Only you as the
original purchaser of the Product(s) has the right to embody and reproduce the Product(s) within
your music compositions and productions. For the avoidance of doubt, no ownership of
copyright is transferred by 36db to you.

36db User Agreement



©36db Ltd 2025
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