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Max for Live device to control
Ableton Live Femotely

by Riccardo Sellan
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Bridge | Concept

Concept

Bridge iz a Max for Live dewvice that lets wou control an Ableton Live
project remotely throuvugh a web server rFunning on your local
network. Once the dewice iz loaded, you can control gour Live Set from a
webh page, either on the s=ame computer where Ableton Live is running or on
ang other dewvice connected to the same netl.u-:w'k1: another computeyr, a
smavrtphone, 3 tablet, etc.

Bridge was created to give Ableton Live users fast, intuitive remote control
without the npeed for external applications, MMIDlI bridges, or custom
configuration. Orap the dewvice and connect!
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Connecting owver the internet i= also possible, but it is not available out of the box. It
requires additional network setup, for example through an owverlay network such as
Tailzcale or ZeroTier.
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Overyviay

Bridge consists of ftwo parts: the Max for Live Device and the web
interface.

Max for Live Device

The Bridge dewice iz deliberately minimal. In its default wiew it shows a
globe icon. Click the globe to open the web interface in gour default
browser at http:fflocalhost: 79668,

To reach the same page from another dewvice on the same network (computer,
phone, tablet), replace localhost with the |IP address of the machine running
Ableton Live, for example http: f2192 1658 .1.1868: 7968 .

To make this ewven faster, use the =witch below the globe to change the

dizplay to a BR code. Scan it with a smartphone or tablet and gou will be
taken straight to the s=ame Link.

® Bridge o m Bridge = B
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TRACKS GLOBAL

Drum .
A-Reverb »
B-Delay >
Main .

Web Interface

The Bridge web interface is the
control surface for gour Live Set.
Whatever you do here is saved
within your Ableton Live
Pro_ject.

lt ha=s three main sections,
selectable with the three icons at
the top left: Edit, Control and
Scene.

Edit

Edit i= where gou build gour control
surface by choosing which
parameters to control Femotely. |t
has a sidebay rpanel on the left and
a canvas on the vight.

Sidebay
The =sidebar has two tabs:

" Tracks lists the tracks of
your Live Set, sach shown
with its Ableton color. Open a
track to browse its Hixepy
cUolume, Pan, Mute, Solo, etc. .2,
Sends, Dewvices (expand a
device to see its parameters)
and Clips. Open the Hain track
to also find Scenes, the
Ableton scene launchers.

" Global contains general Live
Set parameters like Plagl/Stop,
Record, Metronome, Owverdub,
EPM, etz
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MIXER
Volume
Pan
Mute
Solo

Arm

Crossfade Assign

Monitor
SENDS

A-Reverb

B-Delay

DEVICE
CLIP

To add a parvametey, click the “+*
icon on its vow in the sidebar. |t
appears on the canwvas in the first
free spot. The sidebar can be hidden
with the button - at its top right
edge, to leave more room for the
canvas.

Parameters can be freely moved by
dragaging and resized from theivr
corner. Howver owver a parameter to
reveal its edit options {orientation,
remove, color, tupel .

The canvas i= a fixed page with no
scrolling, and parameters =tay
inside its edges.

Multiple parameters can be selected
using © + click or by dragging the
mouse to create a selection area.
Once selected, they can be mowed,
resized, recolored, or deleted all at
once.

An icon in the bottom-vight covrner
allows you to =witch between arid
snapping and completely free
Fositioning.

Parameteyr types

Slidey
Us=ed for continuous-value
parameters such as wolume, pan,
frequency, etc.
« Orientation: switch between
vertical and horizontal with the

zsmall icon at the top-left
COFNEr.

« Rename: click the label to edit
it.

= Resize: drag the bottom-right
COFnelr.

« Precizse wvalues: click the
nurmber to type a value.

« Color: click the circle at the
bottom-left corner to change
the coloy.

« Delete: click the "=x* on the top-
Fight corneyr.
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Toggle

Uz=ed to control the =tate of
functions such as Muoute, Solo,
Record, Metronome and PlagiStop.
Toggles light up when active.

Guitar Mute

O y |

Henu
Orop-down Llists for parameters with
a fixed set of options.

Reverb Density

High

Others

Some other parameters hawve an
additional selector in the top-left
covrner that lets wou choose how the
LFO Re-Trigger parameter i= used and displaved:
Toggle, Henu or Triggey.

FO Re-Trigger

Read-only paramneteyrs

Time Position FRead-only displayus zshow Time
Position ¢mm:==s2 and Bars (bar and
00:00 beat). Thedy update automatically

during plavback.

Page

Page 1 X Page 2 X Page 3 x + Edit i= organized into pages, each
wWith its own parameters and lagout,
=0 you can build as mang control
surfaces as gou need. Click ™+ to
add a page. Click a page name to
Fename it. Everything you set up
is saved with your Live Set. To
delete a page, click the "x* next to
itz name.

Control
Contraol iz the performance view.
It shows only your parameters, wWith
the =idebar and editing tools
hidden. Use it to control Ableton
Femotely,
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e

Settings

include [l Ciips [l Sends [l Devices [l Mixer

Scene

Scene lets you save a *_-'.na|:|-i_-'.h|:|nt2 of

gour Live Set and recall it at any

timea-

* Save: click + to =tore the
current state of Ableton as a new
Scene.

* Recall: click » on a Scene to
recall it.

« Reordeyr: drag a Scene by itz left
edge.

* Rename Ff ODverwrite: rename a
Scene, o overwrite it with the
current state,

Uze the settings icon to choose
what to exclude from Scenes:
Clips, Sends, Devices, Mixer,
specific tracks or individuoal
parameters.

VUiew Excluded =hows what i=s
currently left out.
A dot mext to each track shows its
status:
o full: everuthing is included;
ohalf: zsomething is excluded;

cempty oF crossed, the whole
track iz excluded.

H= a best practice, exclude
everuthing that does not change
between Scenes. This keeps Scenes
smaller and makes s=awving and
recalling faster, especially in Large
Prodects.

2 Mot to be confused with the Scenes undeyr the Main track, which lavunch Ableton’s own

Scene Fawls.

3 Saving may take a few seconds on large projects.
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<

Log

Connected

Refresh

Refresh button rescans the Live Set.
The web interface does not update
automatically, =0 the icon blinks
when trracks, eturn tracks,
devices or scenes have been
added or emoved in Live. Click it
to load the changes.

Log
Log opens a panel with error
Mmessages=s and diagno=stic

information.

HBR code

The RR button shows a PR code and
the address of the page, for quick
connection from another device.

State
Display the connection state
of the web interface.
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Troubleshooting

The web interface does not open, even on the same comnputer

If the web interface does not open, another application mag be using port
S9EA. RQuit that application, then reload the Bridge dewvice in Jour Liwve
prodect.

The web interface cannot be veached from a smavrtphone or tablet
Make s=ure the smartphone o tablet is connected to the =ame network as the
computer vunning Ableton Live. If it =till does not connect, check that gouyr
firewall allows incoming connections for Ableton Live.

Something is missing in the web interface, for examnple devices are
not shown in the Tracks sidebay.

Click Refresh in the web interface. If the problem persists, reload the
Bridae device in gour Ableton Live prodect, then refresh the web page.

Something does not work as expected
« Check the Log in the web interface;
» open the Max Window: vight-click the title bar of the Bridge dewvice in
Ableton Live and choose Open Hax Window;
» Feport anyg ervrors through lsotonik Studios, including the message text,
your operating system and Ableton Live version.

Ableton Live feels slower while Bridge is loaded
Deactivate the Bridge device in your Live project when you are not using the
Femote contral. While it is deactivated, the web interface iz not reachable.

Ableton crashes when the device is opened, or the dewvice looks
wrong (Windows, maclS)

Make sure Ableton Live is using the latest version of Max (Max 3 requireds .
Follow the instructions here to update to the latest version:

https://help. ableton.comf/hefen-usfarticles 2ZA9870309

Hininum System RFequirements

Bridge Fequires Max 9. If you are using an oldeyr wersion aof Ableton Liwve,
make sure to use the latest version of Max, as explained here:
https:fthelp.ableton.comfhoifen-uslarticles/2B98°703A9

Ableton Live minimum system requirements
https:/fhelp.ableton.comfhecl/en-usfarticles/1158BA1EEZS3A-Live-Minimum-
Susztem-Requirements
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